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LL  RR  SSccooww  NNeewwss     
Newsletter of the Lymington River Scow Class Association 
  

                                                  SSuummmmeerr  22001122  
  

  
    eexxhhiillaarraattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ��aattiioonnaallss    

  
 

This time last year we were able to record “July saw our �ational Championships held in 

beautiful weather at Lymington”. But that wasn’t the only difference, we also asked “why did only 

28 of the 140 members’ boats take part?” This year the weather wasn’t as kind and only two races 

were possible, exciting though those were. However Keyhaven Yacht Club hosted over 50 boats, 

more than a third of all those registered with the Association. This is a great achievement, 

reflecting the enthusiasm of members and the efforts of the host Club and the Association 

committee to encourage as many members as possible to enjoy one of the main events of the LRS 

year. Also to this end, Keyhaven presented a new Trophy in the form of a boat under full sail to be 

awarded each year, The Keyhaven Commodore’s Trophy for the Best Newcomer. 

 

The second big event still to come is of course the AGM and dinner on 28
th

 September. And there’s 

a question, should the Association organise more than just these two annual events for its members, 

and if so, what?  More about all these later in this Newsletter. 

 

Looking back over the last fourteen years, the Newsletter under various editors has chronicled the 

development of the Association, recorded achievements of members and carried some fascinating 

and amusing ‘Tell Tale’ articles. Do you remember Richard Tromans’ poetic contribution, ‘Flying 

Turtle’s many accounts of the activities of her owner Chris Willard or Liz Watson’s multiple 

Scows? These articles and the news items are worth retaining; to aid this we have started to archive 

on our website all the earlier Newsletters we can find. Do have a look if you haven’t already done 

so. However there are some gaps, notably the early 2000s. Please, if you have a copy of an old 

Newsletter that isn’t in the archive, do let the editor or web-manager Brian Buckingham borrow it 

for scanning and adding. 

 

John  editor June 2012 

***************************************************************** 
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�ational Championships 2012 at Keyhaven. 

 

The LRSC National Championships were hosted this year by the Keyhaven Yacht Club over the 

weekend of 9
th

 – 10
th

 June. There was a record entry of 52 boats including 5 sailed by juniors, a 

pleasing result from publicity and personal persuasion, not least by Carolyn Howden who put in a 

tremendous amount of work to make the event a success. Saturday was mostly bright and sunny 

and the registration (and welcoming) team of Roly Stafford, Andrew Tyrrell, Jennie Lennox, 

Heidi Langley and Sharon Reed worked most efficiently so that entrants could move on quickly 

to the coffee and biscuits while waiting, somewhat apprehensively, for the briefing by Colin 

Dunford. Not because of Colin himself but because the high wind clearly made racing marginal. 

Unfortunately for some, a relief to others, winds gusting to 30 knots first caused postponement 

and then, having studied reports from all along the windward coast, cancellation of racing for the 

day.  

 

Nonetheless it was still sunny and most people stayed on for lunch and to enjoy the view and 

renew old or make new acquaintances. They were rewarded (if that’s the right word, but we can 

all be entertained watching others in difficulty having nearly always been there ourselves) by the 

defiant exploits of visitors to the Club in rigging their boat and sailing off at high speed – straight 

into the deceptive shallows of the lee shore. Despite valiant efforts they were never to get off the 

mud unaided and soon Graham Rudkin and Steve Wood manned a RIB and effected an efficient 

rescue, all of course under the critical eyes of the watchers. Meanwhile Catherine Maguire and 

Andy Ash-Vie showed with an exciting sail what a Scow is capable of, given an expert crew with 

local knowledge. No-one else ventured out. In the evening a generous and tasty buffet provided 

by Justin and his helpers was greatly enjoyed. 

 

 

launching efficiently into an on-shore wind on Sunday 

 

Sunday came dull but with acceptable winds of force 4 backed to the east. Launching into the 

wind was so well organised by Colin, Malcolm Lee and their helpers, and the wind and tide so 

favourable that boats were circling in the Solent well before Race Officer Hugh Carter and his 

team were able to start the first race on schedule at 1415hrs. The 4-mark course was well laid to 

give excellent sailing for 48 boats in the three classes of Single, Double and Juniors. There were a 

very few capsizes, most unfortunately one for KYC Scow Captain Carolyn Howden and crew 

David who were forced against the ‘C’ mark and tipped over when rigging caught, and for Peter 

Blick who recovered and went on with success. 

 

Later the wind freshened to force 5 (as measured at Hurst Castle), not to mention drizzle 

threatening, so only two races were held. By the end of the second the east wind had raised 
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relatively large waves and bailing became a full time occupation on the down-wind legs. Racing 

was close throughout. Robbie Claridge had a convincing win in both single-handed races and it 

was good to see David Ellis and Evie Bradley from the host club winning the doubles. They were 

the exception; clearly most KYC entrants have much to learn in competition from the visitors.  

Once on shore, again the beach party did a great job and the sailors were soon inside enjoying the 

delicious and plentiful cakes provided by the ladies organised by Jayne Burchell before the 

winners were announced and prizes presented by the Acting Commodore Ann Chivers. There was 

a new prize, the Keyhaven Commodore’s Trophy, awarded to the best newcomer, won this first 

time by Peter Blick (see more below). Everyone received a commemorative bone-china mug.   

 
 

 
Martin Richardson and Ken D’Souza came from 

Cadiz, though not all the way in ‘Oxford Comma’ 

 

 

 

 
Robbie Claridge won the Singles, again,  

in ‘Also Mine’ 

 

 

 
           Jack Bradley & Hannah Mutton won the 

Juniors in ‘Challenger II’ 

.   
       Robin Ellis & Evie Mutton won the Doubles 

 in ‘Thank Havens’

 
double-handers rounding the B mark 
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TThhee  PPrriizzee  WWiinnnneerrss  
Trophies presented by Anne Chivers  

 

Juniors 
 

 
1

st
   Jack Bradley & Hannah Mutton  

 

 
2

nd
   Henry Marsh & Freddie Collings 

 

 
3

rd   
 Vita Heathcote & Charlotte Boyle 

 
 
 

Single Handed 
 

 
1

st  
 Robbie Claridge  

 
 
 

 
2

nd
   Chris Sanders  

 
 
 

 
3

rd
   Peter Blick,  

also the first winner of the Keyhaven 
Commodore’s Trophy for the Best Newcomer 

(pictured) 
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Double Handed 
 

 
1sr Prize winners 
David Ellis & Evie Bradley  
 

 

2
nd

 Prize winners 
Rory & Alex Paton  
 

 

3
rd

 Prize winners 
James Marsh & Robby Boyd  

 

The full results of all the races are at the end of this �ewsletter. 
Photographs of the Nationals by John Claridge (on the water) and Brian Buckingham. 

 

Comment from the Commodore of Keyhaven Yacht Club  
It was a lovely and very successful weekend. The LR Scow Nationals were a wonderful 

advertisement for the Club. I think we showed our visitors that despite the weather, 

Keyhaven YC always rises to the occasion. We are strong in team spirit and the contributions 

from all our volunteers demonstrated this amply. Members rolled up their sleeves and got on 

with their allocated tasks even when that included standing knee deep in the water waiting 

patiently in the rain with boat trolleys for returning racers! The hard work of all paid off and 

our visitors had a great time and went away full of praise for the Club. We also showed 

ourselves to be a warm, friendly and welcoming club. I felt really proud to be a member (and 

its Acting Commodore). 

 

A few words on the new trophy: 

This year Keyhaven YC presented a new trophy. Named the Keyhaven Commodore’s 

Trophy for the Best Newcomer, the award criteria were that it should be presented to a Scow 

National’s entrant who whilst they might have raced before in other events, this would be 

their first Scow Nationals. An objective of the award is to encourage LR Scow racers to enter 

the Scow Nationals. We think it served its purpose as we had some 52 entries this year. The 
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The Acting Commodore gets involved 

 

award went to Peter Blick competing in his first Scow Nationals. He commented afterwards 

that racing a Scow is not dissimilar to racing a Finn! 

 
Anne Chivers, Acting Commodore, KYC 

 

 

And a capsized view of the LR Scow �ationals 
Everything was in place after a lot of hard work, we had a great team on and off shore, record 

entry of Scows all ready to go but the high wind conspired against us. 

 

So, no racing on Saturday.  However we were entertained by our visiting competitors from 

Cadiz, who had flown over for the weekend especially to take part!  They shot off the beach, 

surged passed the end of the wall and because they do not know Keyhaven, they carried 

straight on into the marshes, not realising they needed to turn right into Short Reach! 

 

Grahame Rudkin and Steve Wood were able to demonstrate a lee shore rescue for us. 

Catherine Maguire and Andy Ash-Vie then showed us all watching from the Clubhouse how 

it should be done with an expert demonstration of sailing a LR Scow! Our friends from Spain 

took it all in good spirit and kept smiling as they hosed lumps of Keyhaven mud from the 

inside of their Scow. 

 

That evening Justin laid on a delicious buffet and we had a chance to chat to the visitors.  

There was a lovely friendly atmosphere at the Club and the competitors from Devon enjoyed 

themselves so much that they have already booked a B & B and are coming back to take part 

in Keyhaven Week (from 5
th

 August) ! 

 

Those who raced will know all about the conditions on Sunday.  

 

For me, the highlight of any Scow Nats. is the afternoon tea.  This year the ladies of the 

Association excelled themselves.  As we fought our way around the course I was driven on 

by thoughts of chocolate cake!  And, to make absolutely sure that we did not miss out, David 

and I took “an early bath” (as they say) at the ‘C’ mark and we were able to return to the 

Club early enough to enjoy a hot cuppa and a first choice of the cakes! 

 

Carolyn Howden, KYC Scow Captain 
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********************************************************************************************************************************************************************************    

Association matters 
 

 

From our Chairman 

 

Looking back, Looking forward 

 

May I first of all thank Keyhaven Yacht Club for another very enjoyable and well organised 

Nationals Championship event. Carolyn Howden in particular did a marvellous job in 

achieving an entry record of 52 boats. My thanks also go to Jennie Lennox for the 

considerable amount of largely unseen work which she had to put in. 

 

Whilst an entry of 52 boats is exceptionally good and is a number which will take some 

beating by other host clubs in the future, it is also true that 52 is a small number compared 

with our total membership of around 150 boats. You may agree that as an Association we 

should perhaps encourage other Class activities which involve a wider selection of our Scow 

sailors. This could be a family event including grannies, grandpas, grandchildren and even 

assorted dogs! 

 

We would like to know what you think. 

 

One idea is a Class Rally, for example to the Beaulieu River. Trail by road, sail up the river, 

grand picnic on the bank at the head of the river. Food and drink contributed by all 

participants to share. Drift back down river. (In liaison with Beaulieu River Sailing Club). 

 

There are many other possibilities but before we go much further I would be grateful for your 

thoughts and ideas; these can be expressed to any member of the Committee or specifically 

to Brian Buckingham or John Turner for publication on the website and/or the Newsletter. 

 

I wonder whether we could do this next year, I hope so. 

 

Thank you all for your support.  

 

Richard.  

 

 

The 2012 Annual General Meeting will be held on Friday, 28
th

 September at 6.30 p.m. 

in the Library of the Royal Lymington Yacht Club.  

 

The 2012 Annual Dinner will follow the AGM at 7.30pm at the RLym. 

Notification of the AGM and the dinner menu and booking form will be sent to all 

members in August.  

Nominations will be requested for members to serve on the Committee for the next year. 

 

Amendments for the Association Yearbook 2013 

Would members please inform the Hon. Secretary of any changes to their address, 

telephone/mobile numbers, e-mail addresses or boats before the end of year printing of the 

Yearbook. 

 

Change of LR Scow Ownership 

A reminder from Andrew Tyrrell:   When selling or passing your boat to a new owner 

(including passing to another family member) please return your Owner’s Certificate to the 

Hon. Secretary for details to be noted and a new certificate issued. One of the purposes of the 
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Association, for the benefit of all members, is to keep track of LR Scows and this can only be 

done with your cooperation. 

 

�ew Members 

We warmly welcome 14 new members of the Association: 
 

Josephine Bain Scrumpy II  439  

Chris Benson Curlew 360 KYC 

Bob Bishop Martineau 298 KYC 

Peter Blick Krill 513 RLymYC 

David Carslaw Zephyrus 512 RLymYC 

Mrs. Chilton Scowch Potato (j/o) 476 WWSC 

Robin Dent Associate Member  HCSC, KYC 

David Ellis Associate Member  KYC 

Roger Garlick Nightjar 309 RLymYC 

James Marsh Associate Member  RLymYC 

Mike Smith Gidget 509 KYC 

Liz Snedker Associate Member   

David Tongue Gemini 507 HCSC, KYC 

Honor Woods Scowch Potato (j/o) 476 WWSC 

 

 

 

Association Website     www.lymingtonriverscow.org 

This has helpful information about the Association, latest news, adverts for used LRScows, 

the current and archived Newsletters (as far as possible, gaps to be filled please), summaries 

of Committee meetings and useful links to other relevant information.  

 

 

Committee meetings  

Summary of recent Committee meetings. 

(This is a shortened informal summary for members’ interest, not the formal minutes). 

There have been four meetings of the Association committee since the Spring issue of the 

Newsletter: 

 

27
th

 March 2012 

Most time was spent discussing the National Championships to be hosted by Keyhaven 

Yacht Club. For this Carolyn Howden, KYC Scow Captain, joined the meeting and reported 

progress. It was agreed that a memento should be given to every entrant and committee 

members’ suggestions for this were sought. 

 

The Treasurer reported that 39 members were still to pay their annual subscriptions and the 

major expense had been £668 for printing the Yearbook. 

 

While papers of archival interest would be kept, including Minutes, Yearbooks and 

Newsletters, it was agreed that much retained correspondence that had no current or future 

relevance could be destroyed. Previous issues of the Newsletter would be scanned and placed 

the on the website, not only for interest but more importantly to form an archive of the 

Association’s development over the years. A ‘visitors’ counter would be added to the 

website. 
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It was noted that two recent LRScows had been supplied to a ‘super-yacht’ as tenders and for 

leisure sailing. John Claridge would be asked if the owner would agree to this being featured 

in a future Newsletter. 

 

24
th

 April 2012 

Progress with the Nationals was reviewed and agreed. KYC had presented a trophy, its title 

and ownership remaining with KYC but with the request that it be managed by the 

Association and be known as the Keyhaven Commodore’s Trophy for the Best Newcomer to 

the LR Scow Nationals. The criteria for being a ‘newcomer’ in this context were discussed. 

The complimentary gift to all entrants and some helpers would be an inscribed china mug. 

 

The Vice-chairman reported on his discussion with John Claridge on the apparent greater 

translucency of the topsides of a recent Scow. GRP mouldings are inherently translucent, 

even when a gel coat has been applied as in this case. This is seen to a greater or lesser extent 

depending on the gel colour used. The topsides are also coated with gel as this adheres better 

than paint. There are no concerns regarding the structure of the boat and had there been any 

omissions in construction this would have been detected when the boat was weighed. 

 

Means were reviewed of protecting the rights of both John Claridge Composites Ltd. or its 

successors and the LRSCA with regard to the design and build of LRScows. 

 

29
th

 May 2012 

There were still 15 outstanding annual subscriptions. Membership will be checked for 

Nationals entries. The prizes and mementos for the Nationals were agreed including money 

vouchers in prize folders for the Juniors. It was decided not to reproduce a photograph in the 

Newsletter of every Nationals boat entrant, as was done last year, particularly with the 

expected greater number, as this requires excessive space and work and all photos will be 

available on websites. John Claridge had again offered to make photos of the sailing 

available to all on his website. 

 

The menu for the Annual Dinner was agreed.  

 

Brian Buckingham reported that he has recently added a counter to the website. This is 

already showing 282 hits. 

 

26
th

 June 2012 

Carolyn Howden attended for a review of the Nationals, which were deemed to be most 

successful and KYC were thanked for hosting. The separate start for Juniors was a success. 

In connection with the trophy for best newcomer to the Nationals it was confirmed that all 

entrants had affirmed compliance with NOR 14.2. It was noted that the delay between boats 

arriving at the race course and the scheduled race start was rather too long. The choice of 

host clubs for future years was discussed and KYC would be asked if they were content to 

hold the Nationals every second year. It would be desirable for the Association to hold 

another sailing event for members, to include in particular those who didn’t normally race, 

and suggestions for this would be sought.  

 

John Claridge Composites 

John Claridge moved his office and workshop on 1
st
 April, 2012 to Haven Marine Park, 

Undershore Road, Lymington, SO41 5SB. The entrance is on the river (north) side of the 

road just opposite the Waggon and Horses (this means that the mast must be lowered if you 

wish sail to under the railway bridge to his yard). His website has many more photos and 

videos of the Scow Nationals of this and past years. 

 

*************************************************** 
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Letters 
 

The Lymington River Scow. 

 From Dr Peter Blick 

 

Scows have been important to my sailing since I was about 9 years old when my first boat 

was an Elkins wooden scow. I graduated to a Firefly, an OK , a 505 and then a contender 

and a Finn, but a career in medicine took control and it was only on semi-retirement as a 

GP that my dream of owning one of these beautifully built boats became a reality.  

 

My first two sails were not a disappointment. The new love of my life is no. 513 ‘Krill’, 

born at John Claridge and she thrived in the force 5 winds that the old wooden boat would 

have wallowed in. 

 

My third sail was in the Nationals at Keyhaven and the little boat revelled in the breeze. 

Would need a little more wind to support my 15 stone if I was to better my 3
rd

 place. 

 

I sail from Lymington with the RLymYC where I race a 35ft Jeanneau but I am keen to 

do more sailing in the picturesque surroundings of Keyhaven. In fact I was so impressed 

with the welcome at Keyhaven that I have applied to become a member so that I can join 

some of the potters and Wednesday or Sunday racing. 

 

Peter 
 

(Congratulations Peter not only on buying a LRScow but winning the Best �ewcomer’s Trophy in it. We look 

forward to seeing more of you both). 

 

*************************************************** 

 

 

 

Results  of the LRSCA �ational Championships 2012 
     extracted from the KYC website  

 

Juniors 

 
|Rank Boat Sail 

 �o. 

Helm  Crew Race 

 1 

Race 

 2 

Total 

 points 

1 Challenger II 455 Jack Bradley Hannah Mutton 2 2 4 

2 Seventh Haven 467 Henry Marsh Freddie Collings 4 1 5 

3 Praline 412 Vita Heathcote Charlotte Boyle 1 4 5 

4 Whimsy 460 Jonny Tait Tom Goacher 3 3 6 

5 Stairway to to 

Haven 

458 Robyn Prince Hayden/Prince 

Nathaniel 

5 DNF 11 
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Single Handers 
 

|Rank Boat Sail 

�o. 

Helm  Race 1 Race 2 Total 

points 

1 Also Mine 504 Robbie Claridge 1 1 2 

2 Haraka 396 Chris Sanders 2 2 4 

3 Krill 513 Peter Blick 4 3 7 

4 Anna 472 Eric Williams 3 4 7 

5 Nightjar 309 Roger Garlick 6 5.5 11.5 

6 Schorchin 489 John Evans 9 5.5 14.5 

7 Daffy Duck 318 Jane Pitt-Pitts 7 8 15 

8 Tourbillon 372 Phillip Shute 14 7 21 

9 Speedwell 428 Robin Dent 11 10 21 

10 Lucy 382 Angus raby 10 11 21 

11 Dodgem 501 Andrew Pearson 8 14 22 

12 Teal 325 Richard Linaker 12 12 24 

13 Owl 278 Philip Gossage 16 9 25 

14 Eagle 368 Sue Bumfrey 13 13 26 

15 Black Magic 393 Cathy Ash-Vie 5 DNC 28 

16 Charlie 446 Anne Chivers 18 15 33 

17 Bluebell 368 Mary Noakes 15 DNC 38 

18 Pickle 423 Eddie Holland 17 DNC 40 

19= Riada 351 David Lines DNC DNC 46 

19= Bahini 264 Jo Lowis DNC DNC 46 

19= Gemini 507 David Tonge DNC DNC 46 

19= Bobbin 292 Richard Tromans DNC DNC 46 
 

Double Handers 
Rank Boat Sail 

 �o. 

Helm Crew Race 

 1 

Race 

 2 

Total 

points 

1 Thank Havens 484 David Ellis Evie Bradley 1 2 3 

2 Wizard 314 Rory Paton Alex paton 4 1 5 

3 Martineau II 468 James Marsh Robby Boyd 2 3 5 

4 Splinters 433 Catherine MaguireAngus Putt 5 4 9 

5 Nutshell 424 Mike Urwin Ros Urwin 3 7 10 

6 Spindrift 339 Stephen Boyd Midori Claridge 8 5 13 

7 Firecracker 291 Adrian Summers Jasmin Summers 9 6 15 

8 Flying Horse 418 Jessica Mutton Liz Snedker 7 8 15 

9 Annie 432 John Turner Marigold deJongh 6 15 21 

10 Saucy Mrs Flobster 275 Christine Hughes David Hughes 11 10 21 

11 Martineau 298 Bob Bishop Val Brace 13 9 22 

12 Zephyrus 512 David Carslaw Kate Carslaw 12 12 24 

13 Northern Dipper 344 Zissa Davidson Penny Dent 14 13.5 27.5 

14 Flying Turtle 321 Chris Willard Jane Willard 16 13.5 29.5 

15 Billycan 511 John Allison Sue Allison 19 11 30 

16 Avocet 488 Denis Robinson- 

Welsh 
Michael Thorpe 15 16 31 

17 Clarissa 300 Dubbie Robinson Jane Cook 10 DNC 32 

18 Zig Zag 390 Brian BuckinghamLeslyn Lambert 17 17 34 

19 Oxford Comma 492 Martin RichardsonKen D’Souza 18 18 36 

20= Nipper 332 Steve Draycott Puddy Draycott DNC DNC 44 

20= Boca Lupo 335 Carolyn Howden David Howden DNC DND 44 
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**************************************************** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Adrian & Jasmin Summers 

 

 

 

 
Colin 

 

 

 
Rory & Alex Paton 

 

 

Fleet �otes and ‘Tell Tales’ 
�one for this issue. Contributions are welcome from all LR Scow fleets and members of the 

Association. Please send to the editor, preferably by e-mail at annejohn@waitrose.com or to 2 

Hawks Lea, Milford on Sea, SO41 0FR. 

 

 
 

Happy Sailing 
 

2011/12 Committee: President Roly Stafford; Chairman Richard Linaker; 

Vice Chairman Mike Urwin; Hon. Secretary Jennie Lennox; Hon. Treasurer Pamela Moore; 

Measurement Andrew Tyrell; Other members Brian Buckingham (website), Meriel McCarthy,  

John Turner (�ewsletter), Jane Wilford.  
 

�ewsletter by e-Mail Your Committee is happy to post hard-copies of this �ewsletter to those who 

prefer it this way. However if you are able and would rather have it sent by e-mail, quicker and 

also of course cheaper and more convenient for us, please let the Secretary or Editor know.   


