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LL  RR  SSccooww  NNeewwss  
��eewwsslleetttteerr  ooff  tthhee  LLyymmiinnggttoonn  RRiivveerr  SSccooww  CCllaassss  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
  

                                                                SSpprriinngg  22001122  

  
“not fit for scows nor beasts”* 

 

Thankfully Milford doesn’t always, or even often, look like this; several members had good sails 

between Christmas and New Year. Plans are already being laid for this summer’s sailing and in 

particular the Association and Keyhaven Yacht Club are hoping for a record entry to the Nationals 

on 9
th
 and 10

th
 June. If you’ve never raced before maybe the Nats is not the place for your very first 

attempt but there are opportunities in the Clubs to have some practice beforehand and then enter - 

and enjoy the social side too. And Grandparents, if you’re not entering your Scow, are there family 

or friends to whom you could loan her and let her have a go? 

 

For the ambitious we have a letter and invitation from the organiser of the great sailing event, 

Seafairhaven 2012, at Milford Haven this summer and an article from a Scow describing the fun 

that her crew, one of our members, had onboard (and one presumes off) at this event two years ago. 

 

Two reminders: please pay your annual subscription now (unless you already have a SO) and put 

the date for your buoyancy test in your diary. Details below. 

John      editor  
January 2012 

*PS And finally (to save you all going to Wikipedia) that title comes with apologies to Jeremiah 

Chapter 51 verse 62, when it refers to Babylon, and also to W C Fields who apparently used it as a 

catchphrase in a 1933 movie.  

 

***************************************************************** 

 

Association matters 
 

�ew Members 

There are two new members to welcome since our last issue: 
 

John Allison ‘Billycan’ 511 OCC, LTSC 

Mrs. C.L. Watson  498  

 



 2 

 

Yearbook 2012.   The new annual Yearbook will be distributed to all members in mid January 

together with the forms mentioned below for continuing their subscription. For members who have 

not agreed to receive this Newsletter by e-mail their hard copy will be included with the Yearbook. 

 

Subscriptions for 2012/13  

The subscription remains the same at £10 for full members and £5 for associates and must  

be paid by Thursday 1
st
 March.  Payment may be made in one of the following ways: 

 

 Either A. By Standing Order.   If you already have one in place, no action is required by you as 

payment will be made automatically. 

 If you would like to set up a Standing Order this year, please complete the  mandate enclosed 

with the Yearbook 2012 and send this to your bank, not the Treasurer. 

 

 or B. By cheque. If you wish to pay by cheque, please complete the form enclosed with the 

Yearbook 2012 and send this together with your cheque in favour of the LRSCA to Pam Moore, 24 

Belmore Road, Lymington, SO41 3NT. 

 

If you joined the Association after 1
st
 October 2011, no payment is due until March 2013. 

 

Buoyancy tests 

Annual buoyancy testing is required to keep your LR Scow in Class and is provided free to all fully 

paid-up members. Remember to bring your Certificate along for endorsement as well as your boat. 

 

The Association has three officially appointed Buoyancy Testers as below. It would be helpful and 

time saving for as many boats as possible to be tested at the dedicated times shown. Do please make 

an effort to be there. Perhaps you could arrange for a friend to bring the boat and its Certificate if 

you are unable to attend. 

 

>Andrew Tyrrell (01590 623360) will be testing at Lymington in the Balancing Pond between 

RLymYC and LTSC on Saturday 17
th
 March between 1000 – 1200 hours 

 

>Brian Buckingham (01590 644827) will be testing at Keyhaven on Saturday 24
th
, Wednesday 28

th
 

and Saturday 31
st
 March. 

 

>John Claridge (01590 674821) will test by appointment at his Lymington Yard.  There will be no 

charge unless work is needed. 

 

Change of Ownership or Personal Contact details. 

Would members please inform the Hon. Secretary of any changes of Scow ownership, or of your 

address, telephone/mobile numbers or e-mail address, at the latest before the printing of the 

Yearbook 2013 next December. 

 

Summary of the Committee meeting 29 �ovember 2011. 

(This is a shortened informal summary for members’ interest, not the formal minutes). 

 

National Championships 2012. Carolyn Howden, Scow Captain of KYC, was invited to the meeting 

to discuss plans. It is intended that the event will be open to full and associate members be they 

helm or crew and to have three separate starts, single-handed, double-handed and juniors. Various 

ways of encouraging more entrants were proposed including age-related prizes (see letter to the 

editor, below) and a prize for a first-time race entrant; these will be further considered. 

 

Newsletter. It was noted that prior to 2010 there had been only three Newsletters per year while 

there had been four in each of the last two years. It was agreed to go back to three, primarily in the 
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early Spring to announce events (and for hard-copies to be mailed with the Yearbook), in the 

Summer to report on the National Championships and to advertise items for the AGM and in the 

Autumn to report on the AGM.  

 

It was also agreed to widen the criteria for the TellTale Trophy to include articles with a maritime 

flavour likely to be of interest to members but not necessarily undertaken in a scow, and to include 

for general interest a summary of some of the points raised at committee meetings. 

 

Scows certificated before September 1998. It was agreed that these boats should be considered to 

have been granted automatic dispensation under Rule 3c in respect of unmodified original builder-

supplied or -installed features or fittings which do not comply with the Class Rules. Any subsequent 

modifications of any of these items would render this automatic dispensation void. The 

Measurement Group could then consider issuing a new dispensation. When reasonably possible 

modifications should comply with the Class Rules. The current endorsement will continue to be 

printed in these boats’ certificates. 

 

Website. It was agreed that this should not carry any advertising. 

 

The next meeting of the committee will be on 27
th
 March 2012. 

 

 

Dates for your 2012 diary  
 

LRSCA �ational Championships will be hosted by the Keyhaven YC at Keyhaven on Saturday 

9
th
 and Sunday 10

th
 June with a supper on the Saturday evening.  Watch out for more details.  

 

The 2012 Annual General Meeting and Dinner will be the Royal Lymington YC at 6.30pm on 

Friday 28
th
 September.  

 

 

Tell Tale Trophy 

 

  
Carolyn Howden was the well-deserved winner 

of the Tell Tale Trophy 2011 with her entry 

entitled ‘A Scow to the Rescue’. 

 

All members are encouraged to submit articles 

and/or pictures either relating to Scows or just 

with an interesting maritime flavour to the 

Newsletter editor for consideration for 

publication and entry for the 2012 Trophy. Do 

have a go! 

 

  

 

************************************************************** 

 

Fleet �otes 
%othing reported from the Clubs. 

 

********************************************************* 
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Letters  
 
Dear Editor, 

 

L.R Scow sailing is ever gaining in popularity. The Scow is sailed by people of all ages, from 

teenies to Great Grand Parents.  

 

I have a proposal that the Nationals be run to reflect these age groups. Perhaps several National 

Champions would then emerge. For example: Junior: 18 and under; Senior:18/45yrs; Masters: 45/ 

65yrs; Grand Master: 65/80; and finally, GOLD Master: over 80.  

 

There are many older Scow Sailors who refrain from competing with the very talented youngsters 

but who very well would enjoy the challenge of competing within their own age group.  

Perhaps the Committee has already reflected on these possibilities and rejected them?  

 

Yours,  

Biddy Brown, Keyhaven. 

 

PS Thanks for the improved and ever improving LR Scow Newsletters.  
 

****************************************************** 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

Why you must take part! 

 

We did not take part in the 2011 Nationals.  Why not?  Because the previous couple of years the 

weather had been very challenging, we had not done well and we were tempted to go and play 

with a new toy! 

 

What a mistake!  Let me tell you now, that we knew we had made an awful error when we awoke 

to the most glorious morning, the sky and sea set fair for a wonderful days racing.  Our old scow 

friends muttered why on earth aren’t you taking part?   

 

What did we miss?  Well the day was blessed with wall to wall sunshine and gentle breezes.  The 

event was hosted by the Royal Lymington Yacht Club and their skilled race officer and his team 

arranged an excellent set of courses.  I can’t tell you in detail because we were not there! 

 

What else did we miss?  R.LymYC produced the most delicious evening supper and the famous 

afternoon tea and cakes!   

 

The most important thing we missed!  The camaraderie of our fellow LR Scow competitors, the 

nervous anticipation, the thrill or despair of the race and the excited discussions after the event of 

how we did or did not do! 

 

Don’t be the ones to miss out 

 

Keyhaven Yacht Club has very kindly agreed to host the event and plans are well underway.  The 

racing will take place in the lovely waters of the Western Solent.  The sun will shine, the racing 

will be excellent, the supper will be great and the cakes will be yummy! 

Please do not be put off by the word Championship, LR Scow racers are really friendly, in fact 

most of you know each other already.  Let’s make 2012 a special year and have a record number 

of competitors.   
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Keyhaven Yacht Club want you to have as much fun on the water as off the water, so make sure 

you put the date in your diary right now - Saturday/Sunday 9/10 June. 

 

Carolyn Howden 

Captain of KYC Scow Racing 

 

****************************************** 

 

Dear ALL 

 

‘Seafairhaven’ will be run at Milford Haven on 23rd-30th June 2012. 

 

It will be on a reduced scale because there is no EU funding. However it will be run by the 

volunteers who were heavily involved in 2010, and helped make it the success that it was. 

 

It will depend on how much sponsorship we are able to attract as to how elaborate the event can 

be made. However you can expect a true Pembrokeshire Welcome both on the water and in the 

various ports of call. 

 

Please look at the website (www.seafairhaven.org.uk) for all the details. 

 

Kind regards 
 

Martin Sykes 

forwarded by Chris Willard 

�ote: Seafair Haven is a maritime festival which takes place biennially, with advice from and 

partnership with the well established Semaine du Golfe festival in the Morbihan, Brittany. 

 

************************************************************ 

 

Article 
 

‘Seafairhaven’: A Welsh Scow-Cruising Tale 

 

by LR Scow 321 “Flying Turtle”,   c/o Chris Willard 

 

After our great experience at la Semaine du Golfe du Morbihan in Southern Brittany, my crew and I 

decided to sample the British equivalent in 2010. This involved a tow of 250 miles to Pembroke in 

South Wales. 

 

The event was called Seafair Haven and was organised by the Milford Haven Dock Authority with 

support from charities such as The Prince of Wales Trust and from many volunteers. The first such 

festival was held in 2005 and was modelled on the Morbihan which started 10 years ago.  As the 

two venues now alternate, this was the third one for Milford Haven.  About 140 traditional sailing 

and rowing boats ranging in size from Square Riggers to Lymington Scows crewed by about 500 

mariners attended for the 8 day jamboree. 

 

The venue was set in Milford Haven and on the River Cleddau in the stunning Pembrokeshire 

Coastal National Park, which in 1955 was the first National Park to be created.  Despite the beauty, 

there was an air of under employment and under investment in the towns with the welcome sight of 

very few cars on the roads in the July holiday season. The local people were enthusiastic and 

obliging and seemed delighted with our influx to their area. The organisation of the event was good 
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if a little over-cautious on occasions and attention was also given to cultural, mostly musical, 

activities outside the sailing. 

 

While South East England was basking in a heat wave, South Wales was affected by a series of low 

pressure bands heading from Scotland. Despite this, only one sailing day was lost to gales and we 

had six great sailing days and two land based days for the crew to investigate some of the many 

interesting and historical local places. Many of the larger craft had live-aboard crews but the 

accommodation provided for our sail and oar group was a choice of camping or bunk-bedded 

double rooms in the Pembroke Activity Centre. My crew chose the latter, while I resided 

comfortably on my launching trolley. There was a reasonable refectory on site, serving crews with 

three daily meals. The good company along my crew’s corridor consisted of the other visitors from 

Lymington (David and Kate Wagstaff with their LRS ‘Wyndsong’), and couples from Cumbria, 

Yorkshire, Cornwall and Sussex. I was very interested in the other assorted open and with-cabin day 

boats. Although not being either wooden or old (unlike many of the other boats), I received 

compliments about my appearance and especially my performance to windward. The sailing was 

not racing but consisted of day cruises of between 5 and 24 miles. The skipper of the other LRS, 

said that he was not in racing mode when he was in front. I suspect that mine might have had similar 

thoughts!    

 

To give some insight into the Seafair Haven experience my crew offers some details from the log: 

 

Friday: Following 5½ hours bouncing on the road trailer rather than the waves we arrived at 

the  Pembroke Activity Centre and registered for the event. 

 

Saturday:  Those boats in the sail and oar group made a 3 mile passage along Pembroke Reach 

and River into the tidal pool beside the 12
th

 Century Pembroke Castle. We felt like Viking raiders as 

we moored in the sun beneath the high walls of the castle. The skipper and his wife enjoyed an 

amusing guided tour of the castle followed by sea shanties and supper at %eyland Sailing Club 

across the Cleddau Bridge.  

 

Sunday: I had a day of rest under the lee of Pembroke Castle due to gale force winds and rain.  

Meanwhile the crew explored the local area by car and visited the picturesque coastal town of 

Tenby and the fascinating Manorbier Castle with its beautiful walled garden. With the return of the 

sun after lunch, they walked across the stunning Barafundle Beach and the wildflower-covered 

headland out to the high cliffs of Stackpole Head, where chough and guillemot were seen.  In the 

evening their auditory senses responded to a concert by local male and female Welsh voice choirs 

in Milford Haven. 

 

Monday: My crew returned to sail me back to our base at Llanion Quay and later we explored the 

shallow and unspoilt rural creeks of the Rivers Cresswell and Carew. 

 

Tuesday: This was a sociable and sunny day when all the mixed sail and oar vessels proceeded up 

the River Cleddau to attend an excellent boatswain's lunch in a huge marquee at Coedcanlas some 

5 miles distant. 

 

Wednesday: It poured with rain until mid afternoon and only a few intrepid sailors ventured 

forth. Fortunately my crew was amongst them and we had a very interesting day, sailing up the 

Cleddau to the little market town of Haverfordwest.  Much of the river was wild and steeply wooded 

and my hull had covered some 25 miles as the crow flies before we returned to our home base.  The 

evening was spent at a sociable BBQ on the cricket pitch at Lawrenny. 

 

Thursday: My skipper took me for an early start cruising westwards along the Pembroke estuary 

past the oil refinery, the Irish ferry terminal and the liquid gas storage plant to delightful Angle Bay 

where he met his other half’ to consume a fish stew at the Angle Point Inn with all the other 
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mariners. It was good to meet all the other boats which had sailed round while the crew stretched 

their legs and enjoyed a bird watching stroll around the Angle headland. 

 

Friday: I was given a day off to rest my sails, rudder and plate but quite frankly I think that the 

skipper was ‘all sailed out’ and needed a change. So the crew went sightseeing by car to the 

smallest cathedral city in Britain, St Davids, which is a cultural centre with an astonishing 12
th

 

Century %orman Cathedral, characterised by a sloping nave floor, outward leaning pillars and a 

spectacular carved oak ceiling. Afterwards the crew took a 2 hour evening motor boat cruise to 

Ramsay Island and Bishop’s Rocks. The very young captain gave them a memorable experience in 

turbulent 18 knot swirling tidal currents and large swell as he dodged the surface rocks which have 

caused many wrecks in the past. A plethora of birds, including puffin, Manx shearwater, razorbill, 

guillemot, fulmar and kittiwake were seen close at hand by the towering rock faces. Witnessing the 

evening return of thousands of sea skimming Manx shearwater, returning to their nesting burrows 

on Skomer Island after a day fishing 50 miles off shore was unforgettable. The crew ended their day 

with a barbeque and more sea shanties at Cresswell Quay, a magical place only accessible for 2 

hours at high tide, and boasting only a quirky unlabelled tiny pub almost obscured by ivy and 

leading to stepping stones across the river. 

 

Saturday: This was our final day when all 140 boats took part in a ‘Parade of Sail’ by passing 

along Pembroke Reach to be viewed by the general public off %eyland Point. Unfortunately it was a 

misty and wet day so not many people came to see us, which was a pity because we were a fine 

collection of traditional boats sailing in a good breeze. Anyway the crew enjoyed the Seafair stalls 

and concert on %eyland Quay where there is a memorial to the great engineer, Isambard Kingdom 

Brunel, who was born nearby. The day ended with a good dinner for all the crews with 2 bands and 

screened photos of the week. 

 

Sunday: We had an early departure after I was trailered up ready for the long journey back to 

Keyhaven. As well as sailing in some new waters, I had really enjoyed meeting so many interesting 

boats such as Tideways, Bay Raiders, Square Riggers and of course my mate LRS Wyndsong. 

 

I had the impression that my crew also enjoyed their sailing and meeting many new and interesting 

people.  It also whetted their appetite for taking part in the first English Solent Raid a few weeks 

later.  

THE END 
 

 

2011/12 Committee:  
President Roly Stafford;    Chairman Richard Linaker;    Vice Chairman Mike Urwin;  

Hon. Secretary Jennie Lennox;   Hon. Treasurer Pamela Moore; 

Measurement Andrew Tyrrell;   Other members Brian Buckingham (website), Meriel McCarthy,   

John Turner (%ewsletter editor*),   Jane Wilford.  
* contact annejohn@waitrose.com or 01590 643966        

 

Happy Sailing 
 

Please send contributions for the %ewsletter to the editor, preferably at annejohn@waitrose.com or to  

2 Hawks Lea, Milford on Sea, SO41 0FR. 


