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There’s not a lot to report about sailing since our last issue except to applaud the early 

summer weather, but plenty to which to look forward. However several members have been 

fruitfully tapping on keyboards (or even putting pen to paper) and your Committee has been 

busy, see below.  

 

And sorry this issue is rather late; personal celebrations that arise only once in a decade have 

distracted the editor this month.  

           John  editor April 2011 

 

***************************************************************** 

Association �otices 
 

1. �ational Championships 

The Committee hopes that as many members, families and friends as possible will come to 

this, the main sailing event of the Association's year, either to race or to enjoy the social side. 

It will be hosted this year by the Royal Lymington Yacht Club on Saturday 2nd and Sunday 

3rd July. All details, Notice of Race and entry forms will be downloadable from the R Lym 

website, www.rlymyc.org.uk and will also be mailed to members. On Saturday evening there 

will be a BBQ at the Club. 

 

Registration will be from 10.00 on Saturday. The first races will start not before 13.00 on 

Saturday and 10.30 on Sunday. Briefings at 11.00 and 09.00 respectively. It is hoped to get in 

five races, three on Saturday and two on Sunday morning. The entry fee will be £25 or £5 for 

juniors, who must sail double-handed and be aged between 8 and 16 years old on the 2nd 

July. 
  

Luncheon rolls from the Club's kitchen and BBQ tickets may be ordered on the entry form. 
  

Parking will be available for dinghies over the weekend. Please apply on the  entry form. 

There may also be limited parking for road trailers in the yard of the RORC, next to the 

Lymington Town Sailing Club. Please enquire of Mike Urwin. 
 

All competitors and their boats must comply with the Association rules. You will be required 

to produce your current measurement and buoyancy certificate on registration and all entrants 

should be fully paid up members on or before 1
st
 July 2011. 
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2. Annual Dinner 

This will be held on Friday 23
rd
 September at the Royal Lymington Yacht Club. 

 

 

3. Buoyancy tests     
 

 
Buoyancy Testers Brian Buckingham and Leslyn Lambert check if this one will pass 

 

The scheduled testing announced in the last issue has now been completed by Clubs. 

Members still needing to have this done (mandatory for the Nationals) and any needing ‘re-

sits’ should make arrangements with one of the official testers – Andrew Tyrell (01590 

626360) at RLymYC or LTSC, Brian Buckingham (01590 644827) at KYC and John 

Claridge (01590 674821) at his Lymington works.  

 

4.. Change Of Ownership  If you sell your LR Scow, please return your Owner’s Certificate 

to the Secretary for alteration and re-issue to the new owner, free of charge. Like a car 

registration document, it’s personal to you. A valid, current Certificate is required to enter the 

National Class Championships. 

 

************************************************************ 

�ew Members 
We warmly welcome thirteen new members of the Association and some new boats, as 

below. Incidentally, LRScow number 495 has been completed; who will have number 500?  

 
 

Mrs. Cathy Ash-Vie Black Magic 393 KYC 

Mrs. Melissa Carrell  Jester 379 RLymYC 

Dr. Valerie Davis Isla  

    formerly Mine 

430 Emsworth SC 

Bosham SC 

Thorney Island SC 

Miss Lesley Duff Kitty 280 W. Wittering SC  

Mrs. Anne Evans Associate member   

Mr. Neil McGrigor Solace 381 RLymSC 

Mr. Charles Nicholson Tubby 493 RLymYC 
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Mrs. J. Nieves Little Ropey Jo 491  

Dr. E.J.C. Parker Calypso 296  

Mr. Robert Perera Beagle 389 RLymYC & KYC 

Mr. M. J. Perkins Chickadee 490 RLymYC & RNSA 

Mr. Martin Richardson Oxford Comma 492 KYC 

Mr. Dennis Robinson-Welsh Avocet 488 HCSC 

 

************************************************************** 

 

Association website 
Don’t forget, if you are able, to keep an eye on our website:  www.lymingtonriverscow.org 

 

Amongst many items this has summaries of committee meetings, advertisements of LR 

Scows for sale, useful links to other Clubs and sailing information and lots of general 

information about the Association. There is also a link to the current and past issues of this 

Newsletter. 

 

*************************************************************** 

 

Dates for your Diary. 

 
The �ational Championships 2011 will be held on 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 July 2011 at the RLymYC. 

 
The 2011 AGM and Annual Dinner will be on Friday 23

rd
 September at the RLymYC. 

 

************************************************************ 

Fleet �otes 
Contributions are welcome from all LR Scow fleets. 
 

 

from Hurst Castle Sailing Club  

      

Hurst Castle Sailing Club is pleased to announce that they have been granted planning 

permission for a new Club house*. 

During the warm weather in March LR Scows were seen on the river again as owners stretched 

a limb or two and warmed up for the season ahead. 

We welcome some new LR Scow owners to the Club and hope they will enjoy their boats and 

have many happy hours sailing with us. 

          Meriel 
Meriel McCarthy, Rear Commodore Sail HCSC  

meriel.mc@btinternet.com  01590 610062 

 

* I was thinking of reproducing the artist’s impression of the attractive new clubhouse shown on the 

-ew Forest -ational Park Authority’s website until I read their copyright warning. Suffice to say it 

will be slightly larger than the existing building and features an attractive balcony. Anyone interested 

can see details on the -F-PA website under planning application number 11/96410 determined on 

30 March – editor.  
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from Keyhaven Yacht Club.  

 

On a sunny Saturday morning early in April the Scow fleet managed to start more than six 

races under ideal sailing conditions without finishing any of them. No, they weren’t all 

general recalls but a practice exercise ably tutored by Robin Dent following a suggestion 

made at the end of last season. We were able to experiment with different tactics and took to 

heart the comment that crossing the line half a second behind the ‘gun’ was slow! It was 

enjoyable and instructive – how much so is already becoming apparent. 

 

We’ve enjoyed an excellent series of winter talks finishing with a demonstration of weapons 

useful to support smuggling. Now racing and pottering programmes, with some new 

destinations planned, and are well underway and with regattas and Nationals too a great 

season is anticipated. 

John 
John Turner, Scow Captain 

annejohn@waitrose.com  01590 643966 

 

from Royal Lymington Yacht Club 

The Scow Division is much looking forward to a fairly hectic sailing season which includes 

hosting the annual National Championships. By no means has it lain dormant over the last 

few months however, although it is fair to say that most boats have been safely wrapped up 

and not ventured out over the winter. 

We had an excellent turnout for the AGM and dinner in November followed by another very 

good number enjoying the roast partridge that Fergal gave us for the Christmas Cheer supper. 

Instead of a table plan (the usual nightmare for organisers) members drew tickets for their 

seats on entering the dining room. It is an excellent way of getting to know other members of 

the Division that much better and with the gentlemen moving two places to their right after 

the first course the ladies were spoilt for choice! 

When the Thursday morning Potters finished at the end of October the Thursday Walks 

began. As with the Potters Dick Thorn has once again come up trumps, getting members to 

lead us all around the Forest and to some delightful hostelries. From walks along the sea 

wall, with Chris Willard giving us a wonderful chance to get to know what the birds that 

we were looking at actually were, to George and Julia Trevelyan taking us North of the A31 

for a wonderful walk around Amberwood Inclosure and Fritham Plain, members have had 

plenty of fresh air, good exercise and the best of company. 

We have enjoyed four excellent lectures followed by Fergal's splendid Scow Suppers. 

George Trevelyan entertained us with some marvellous photographs and a talk about the 

English Raid that he organised last year. Richard Newsom, following last year's wonderful 

talk about his time in a Mercy Ship on the west Coast of Africa, kindly returned to tell us 

about his visit to Gaza, with other eye surgeons, to try and improve the lot of the Palestinian 

eye surgeons trying to treat their fellow countrymen under incredibly difficult conditions. We 

actually managed to persuade Hugh Marriott to come and tell us about his motor-bicycle ride 

to Petra and back with Roo. A hugely entertaining evening and we were delighted to 

welcome quite a few Club members who are not members of the Division. 
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Finally, with the first Monday night race fast approaching, Mike Urwin took time off to take 

us through the racing rules and remind us all that we are out there to have fun and that if we 

do infringe them then it is much better to do that 360˚ rather than be disqualified. With Mike 

doing the talking it was a far from dry subject! We are so grateful to all four lecturers for 

their time and support. 

As I write this we are looking forward to those last few walks and the Spring ‘Back to 

Scowing’ supper before once more getting back on the water. I wish everyone a very happy 

and successful new season.         

           Sebastian 

Sebastian Chamberlain , Captain of the Scow Division.  
******************************************** 

 

 

Tell Tales 
Articles or photographs of ‘happenings in Scows’ may be submitted to the Secretary for publication 

in the -ewsletter and consideration for the annual award of the unique ‘Tell-Tale’ Trophy. 

 

The Scow And I 
 anon. 

 

I was twelve years old when I first saw a Scow on the River Alde in Suffolk. It was love 

at first sight. Sixty years later, after speaking to John Claridge at the boat show I ordered 

one and gave up racing my Foxer dinghy on the Hamble. The Scow is a super boat under 

sail. 

 

 

The Bursledon Regatta With Kim II 
 by Peter Woolner 

 

Since the mid-seventies I have taken part in the regatta racing a variety of keel boats and 

dinghies. It is an early launch on regatta day as I have to sail from Warsash Sailing Club 

to the start line at Bursledon. On arrival we join the eighty odd other dinghies to check 

course instructions from the Committee boat secured to a navigation pile just downstream 

from Swanwick Marina. There are five starts at five minute intervals from 10.30 a.m. As 

the countdown commences things become slightly chaotic. The channel is quite narrow, 

there is a procession of large yachts and power boats coming downstream from the 

marinas and numerous Oppies whose young helms are more interested in chatting to their 

friends than keeping a lookout or keeping away from the start line. 

 

My start is number 4 (PY1201-1600) in one of the larger fleets. The trick is to find a gap 

and hit the line spot on with some momentum and hope for clear wind. The Scow’s low 

rig can be a problem! We now race downstream against the flood to a turning mark off 

Hamble Point Marina. This might sound easy but one has to take into consideration the 

build up of traffic on a weekend exodus called the ‘Hamble Scramble’, plus the tree lined 

riverbanks giving all sorts of wind shifts and flat spots. 

Once round the turning mark we head upstream, by now the faster handicap boats that 

have sailed a longer course are overtaking and blanketing the poor little Scow. The worst 
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is yet to come. The finishing line is off the Jolly Sailor pub at Swanwick where there is 

invariably a flat calm. It is possible to gain or lose a dozen places in the final hundred 

yards. Keep calm and let the tide do the work; what a relief when you get your gun. 

 

Now it is back to Warsash, four lengths of the navigable river in a day. Put the boat to 

bed, time for a shower and hopefully a phone call from the OOD. Good news, we have 

won our group for the second year running. It is back to the Elephant Boatyard for the 

prize giving in the evening followed by a magnificent firework display. 

 

Same again this year?   You bet! 

 

 

A Scow to the Rescue 
 – a true tale of gallantry and devotion. 

 by Carolyn Howden 

 

Once upon a time, long ago, a gallant young man and his beautiful lady set forth aboard a 

Wightlink ferry to the distant shores of an island called Wight.  Their destination, the little 

port of Yarmouth, where they did feast and make merry in a local hostelry. 

 

At the end of a happy day, upon the return journey to the mainland, the beautiful young 

lady, to her deep consternation, discovered that she had mislaid her beloved ring at the 

island inn. 

 

The gallant young man did comfort his mightily distressed lady, vowing at all costs to 

retrieve her precious ring.  Our intrepid hero realised that he must make haste to his ever 

trusty scow and they did sail forth from the balmy creeks of Keyhaven.  The little vessel 

battled through the turbulent waters of Fiddlers until our gallant gentleman and his lady 

found themselves swept upon the rusting metalwork of an ugly jetty below an ancient 

island fort. 

 

The young lovers were forced to leap overboard to save their little boat from being dashed 

to pieces.  Our young hero struggled ashore, his beautiful lady upon his shoulders, towing 

his trusty little scow behind.  With their boat safely tethered upon the beach the lovers 

made their way to the hostelry and miraculously retrieved the lost ring! 

 

The little scow awaited the young couples’ return, smiled at their joyfulness and did 

merrily ply her way homewards. Her sturdy bows bobbing obediently through the waves 

to the safety of her home port.   

 

The beautiful lady was mightily impressed by our young hero’s gallantry and devotion 

and yes, dear reader, some time later the beautiful lady agreed to marry the handsome 

gentleman!  

 

Of the trusty little scow, well she still sits, smiling and waiting contentedly for her next 

adventure in the little harbour of Keyhaven. 

 

**************************************************************** 
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Letters  

 
Dear Editor 

 

As someone who is over the moon with her LR Scow 'SKY', it puzzles me greatly why 

anyone considering the purchase of a small dinghy in which to race competitively, potter 

in company or teach the grandchildren to sail, would look any further than a Lymington 

River Scow. 

 

Bemused of Brockenhurst 
 

***************************************************** 
Please send contributions for the -ewsletter to the editor, preferably at annejohn@waitrose.com or 

to 2 Hawks Lea, Milford on Sea, SO41 0FR. 

If your Club has events open to other LR Scows or you know of any such event that might be 

of interest to members please let the editor know. Or write an article, share some tips, report 

on a meeting, send in a photo or just a letter.  
 

 

Your Committee:     
 President: Roly Stafford  Measurement:     Andrew Tyrell  

 Chairman: Richard Linaker  Members : Brian Buckingham (website), 

 Vice Chairman: Mike Urwin        Meriel McCarthy, 

 Hon. Secretary: Jennie Lennox       John Turner (newsletter editor), 

 Hon. Treasurer: Dunlop Stewart       Jane Wilford  
 

 

And Finally 

  

 
far too close an encounter in the Solent 

 

 

No new pictures of Scows yet this year so this is by way of contrast. Perhaps it reminds us 

why we like our own boats. 

 

Happy Sailing
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