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LL  RR  SSccooww  NNeewwss  
��eewwsslleetttteerr  ooff  tthhee  LLyymmiinnggttoonn  RRiivveerr  SSccooww  CCllaassss  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
  

                                                  AAuuttuummnn  22001111  

  
Scow at Milford beach – Chris Willard. 

 

Hopefully you’ve had a good summer scowing, whether pottering, racing, introducing 

youngsters to sailing or trailing your Scow further afield. The activities reported show what a 

versatile little boat it is. The weather’s been a challenge but it hasn’t been boring, and a warm 

autumn may encourage us not to lay up the boat yet. 

 

This issue reports our AGM 2011 and the awarding of the Association’s first Honorary 

Membership to Andrew Tyrell, a reminder that nothing happens without individuals making an 

effort. We welcome Pam Moore as the new Honorary Treasurer; Pam introduces herself with 

an account of her adventurous life at sea before arriving in Lymington. There’s also a welcome 

flurry of letters, one suggesting a sailing holiday, others correcting editorial errors. All 

welcome. 

 

A thought from Mark Twain:  
"Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you  

did not do than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines, sail away from  
the safe harbour. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover." 

Thanks to Carolyn Howden for sending this in.   

John      editor October 2011 
***************************************************************** 

Association matters 
 

�ew Members 

We warmly welcome five new members of the Association: 
 

Andrew Gulliford Little Wing 383 BRSC 

Mrs J A C Mavity Grey Matter 506  

Dick and Pam Moore Picannin 367 RLymYC, OCC 

Vanessa de Mowbray Holly 316 RLymYC, RCC,C, HornetCC 

Mr. T. Stone Blue Moo  502 Emsworth SC 
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Summary Report of the Annual General Meeting for 2011. 

For the official draft Minutes of the AGM please see the Association’s website; copies will be 

distributed to all members before the next AGM. 

 

Our 14
th

 AGM was held on 23
rd
 September at the Royal Lymington Yacht Club and was 

attended by the President, Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Measurer and thirty seven other 

members. The minutes of the 2010 AGM, previously distributed to all members, were 

accepted unanimously and there were no matters arising. 

 

Treasurer’s Report. Our Hon. Treasurer, Dunlop Stewart, reported that income for the year  

had exceeded expenditure by £1,132. He considered it prudent to add this amount to the 

account in part to cover the potential cost of replacing the master plug for the LRScow which 

is valued at £6000. It was explained that this plug is not routinely used for production, a 

secondary mould being used, but a sum of £900 had been spent for its maintenance. Dunlop 

commented on the savings made by the relatively low cost incurred by Brian Buckingham in 

setting up the website and on the use of e-mail for the distribution of many of the Newsletters. 

 

Dunlop said that he was retiring after three years as Treasurer. The Chairman thanked him on 

behalf of all members, saying how much he had enjoyed working with him. 

 

Elections. The Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Examiner of Accounts and Chairman of 

the Measurement Group were all re-elected unopposed. Mrs Pam Moore was elected as the 

new Honorary Treasurer. In introducing Pam, the Chairman said she was relatively new to the 

RLymYC but was not only a round-the-world sailor but also a keen Scow enthusiast.  

 

Constitution. Proposed amendments to the Constitution were agreed unanimously. These 

were those distributed previously to all members and a tabled amendment to allow committee 

members to hold their particular office for not more than three years. 

 

‘Tell-Tale’ Trophy for 2011. This was presented by our President to Carolyn Howden for her 

affectionate tale ‘A Scow to the Rescue’, published in the Spring issue of the Newsletter. By 

request, Roly explained the origins of this Trophy (see ‘Letters’ below). 

 

Future Events. Our Chairman announced that the Nationals 2012 will be hosted by the 

Keyhaven Yacht Club on a date to be announced (see below, it will be 9
th

 &10
th

 June) and that 

the next AGM will be on 28
th
 September 2012. A request to change the time from 6 to 6.30pm 

will be considered. 

 

Honorary President. Roly Stafford mentioned that LRScow Number 500* had been built 

during the year and John Claridge’s sales were flourishing  He spoke of the success of the 

2011 Nationals, thanked the Chairman and Committee for their work during the year and 

congratulated Mike Urwin and Andrew Tyrell for their work on the Class Rules, Dunlop 

Stewart on his endeavours with the plug for the LR Scow and the Association’s contract with 

John Claridge, and John Turner for his work on the Newsletter. Roly then commented on 

Andrew Tyrrell’s many years of service to the Association as chairman of the Measurement 

Group and proposed that he, Andrew, be made the first Honorary Member of the Association. 

This was accepted with acclaim.  
*+B However this is not the 500

th
 Scow, see ‘Letters’ below. Mea culpa - Ed.. 

 

Chairman. Richard Linaker thanked the Committee for doing a good job and the Royal 

Lymington Yacht Club for staging the 2011 Nationals, in particular Sebastian Chamberlain’s 

organisation. He asked for suggestions for encouraging more Juniors to enter the Nationals and 

for more news and views for the website. 
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A O B.  There was a request to include in next year’s AGM a proposal to amend the 

Constitution so that Committee members were not required to be re-elected during their three-

year term of office. 

 

URGE�T. Any amendments for the 2012 Yearbook ? 

Would members please inform the Hon. Secretary of any changes to their address, 

telephone/mobile numbers or email addresses before the end of year printing of the Yearbook. 

 

Association Website     www.lymingtonriverscow.org 

As always this has helpful information about the Association including the revised 

Constitution and Rules, Minutes of the AGM and summaries of Committee meetings, adverts 

for used LRScows, copies of Newsletters and useful links to other relevant information. 

 

Dates for your 2012 diary  
 

�ational Championships at Keyhaven on Saturday 9
th
 and Sunday 10

th
 June with a supper on 

the Saturday evening.  Watch out for more details. 

 

Annual General Meeting and Dinner 2012 at the Royal Lym YC on Friday 28
th
 September.  

 

************************************************************** 

 

 

Fleet �otes 
Contributions are welcome from all LR Scow fleets. 
 

from Keyhaven Yacht Club. 

We’ve had some good races, potters and regattas though several events were cancelled for the 

weather, either too much or too little. Around eight to ten Scows turn out each time. 

Unfortunately we failed to raise a team for the RLym’s ‘team challenge’.  

 

  
Keyhaven’s Scows venture past The +eedles 

 

 

********************************************************* 
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It All Led Up to a Scow! 

 
by Pam Moore 

 

Hi, my name is Pam Moore and I was elected Hon Treasurer of the LRSCA at the recent 

AGM, replacing Dunlop Stewart. Dick, my husband, and I are relatively new to the area and 

new to Scows. After moving to Hordle in April, by mid July we were already active in the 

Scow division of the RLymYC having been able to borrow a boat from a very close friend. We 

are not however new to sailing or racing! 

 

At the age of 11 I had my first boat, a YW Cadet, which I raced keenly at Tamesis Club and 

then Minima YC on the Thames. From there I moved to the Welsh Harp in north London 

where I raced in Merlin Rockets in the mid 60s. Here I met Dick and we continued to race 

dinghies at various clubs until we got bitten by the cruising bug and bought our first keel boat 

in 1978. By then we had two children and a dog and spent many happy hours in the Solent and 

on the north coast of France. 

 

But always at the back of our minds was a desire to go further afield. So in 2001 we said 

goodbye to family and friends and set off in our Hallberg Rassy 36, Aliesha, for what was 

intended to be a three to five year circumnavigation. We soon adapted to life afloat. The years 

rolled by and we were having the time of our lives, making many new friends and visiting 

wonderful places. Three years after we left we were still only crossing the Pacific. Five years 

after departure we were still only making our way up the east coast of Australia so patently we 

weren’t going to make our deadline! All was well at home; indeed we had collected a son-in-

law and a granddaughter by then and so we continued on through Indonesia, Malaysia and 

Thailand and then across the Indian Ocean to the Maldives and up the Arabian Sea to Oman. 

 

 
                                            Pam & Dick on the Murray River in Australia 

 

The next leg of the voyage was the dangerous one as pirates were already operating in the Gulf 

of Aden in 2007 although nothing like on the scale that they are today. Nevertheless, we 

travelled in convoy with two other yachts and were very relieved to make Aden unscathed. We 

had quite a few adventures travelling up the Red Sea including the loss of our engine which we 

had to replace in Egypt, not an easy country for doing such things, and we finally arrived in the 

Mediterranean in the Spring of 2008. For the rest of that year we explored the northern Aegean 

and Turkey. In 2009 we came through to the western Mediterranean and ‘officially’ completed 

our circumnavigation at the entrance to Gibraltar after some 47,000 miles. 
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We wanted to finish our voyage on a ‘high’ before returning to these shores so in 2010 we set 

off from Lagos for the Azores which are some 1,000 miles out into the Atlantic. The trip out 

there was uneventful and we found those islands that we visited quite delightful. We added a 

painting representing our circumnavigation to the amazing gallery of artistic works on the sea 

wall at Horta, mecca of ocean sailors. After leaving the Azores our trip to Brittany was rather 

more eventful with a full-blown gale along the way. However, the lasting memory we shall 

always carry of that last ocean passage was the sight of hundreds and hundreds of dolphins all 

closing in on Aliesha as we neared the French coast. Dolphins had been our constant 

companions around the world and it seemed as if they had come to say goodbye. It was a very 

moving moment for us both. 

 

We arrived in Berthon Marina, Lymington on 9
th
 September, 2010, just over nine years after 

we set off from Chichester and with some 52,000 miles on the clock, to be greeted by our 

family which had grown even more and with the announcement of another one on the way! It 

was time to swallow the anchor. 

 

We now have our own Scow which is enabling us to continue enjoying sailing in the Solent, 

exploring the muddy creeks and lakes, and to take part in some very competitive racing. 

 

********************************************************** 

 

 

Letters  
 
Dear Editor: A Correction 
 
To correct one minor error in your otherwise excellent report of the Scow Nationals in the last 
Newsletter. After 5 races Robbie Claridge and I were tied on points in the single-handed class with 
2 wins and 2 seconds each. The first step of the tie break process is to count 1

sts
, 2

nds
 , etc. which 

in this case doesn’t help. The second step is then not to use the discards as you said was done, 
but who beat who in the last race. And as Robbie won that, he was declared champion. With which 
I have absolutely no complaint whatsoever! This has been the standard practice for several years 
now. 
 
Well done Robbie. I must try harder next year! 

 

Mike Urwin, Technical Director, RORC Rating Office, Lymington. 
 
 
 
Dear Editor, Found in Ireland and a Correction 
 
I've just read your splendid Newsletter - yes, all of it. Well done!  
 
I am just back from cruising in SW Ireland. At Glandore (where I left the boat to return home) I 
spotted a pale pink LR Scow bobbing about on a mooring. The name on the transom is "Santher". 
John says it was originally his and called "Panther" but he is delighted to hear that there is an LR 
Scow in Ireland. 

 
It’s number 330, not a member. 

 
Also, albeit the new scow you mention at the start has the number 500 on the sail, it is in fact only 
the 250th Lymington River Scow. John started the numbering at 250! He says he wishes he had 
sold 500 and that he had the money. 
 
Jo, Keyhaven 
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Dear Editor, Anyone for the Caribbean in February? 
 
For the last two years a group of us from Keyhaven YC have joined a flotilla, in Turkey in 2010 and 
in Greece in 2011. It’s proved huge fun with the opportunity to command someone else’s 
comfortable yacht in sunny climes, visiting interesting harbours and empty creeks with the security 
of professionals on hand to pass on local knowledge and a rescue or repair should anything go 
wrong.  
 
For next year we thought we’d try the British Virgin Islands for a couple of weeks in February. 
Would you like to join us?  
 
If you haven’t experienced a flotilla before, don’t think it’s a procession of boats proceeding in 
crocodile fashion from A to B. Sure, there’s a suggested route and the occasional opportunity for a 
group meal in the evening, but sailing during the day is ‘as you like’; we tended to explore the local 
area first thing, a short sail to an anchorage and swim at lunchtime and a then a good passage sail 
in the afternoon. Once the lead crew see you are competent (aren’t we all!) there’s no problem 
going off independently for a few days in the general area of the rest of the flotilla. Alternatively if 
there were sufficient of us to crew two or more yachts we could go ‘bareboat’ giving mutual 
support. 
 
If anyone is interested and would like more information please contact either me or John Turner 
[annejohn@waitrose.com , tel. 01590 643966], the sooner the better so we may get an early 
booking discount!. Price would be around £2240 each based on 4 people sharing a 39ft yacht for 
two weeks, including flights. 
 
Marigold deJongh, Milford on Sea. 
soucisun@gmail.com, tel. 01590 641645 
 
 
 
Dear Editor, ‘Tell Tale’ Articles and Trophy 
 
Like you in 2009, I won the Tell Tale Trophy this 
year! I am really pleased and thank you 
everyone. 

 
As a result of that I was asked over and over 
and over again "what was your Tale about?" 
Also many members did not know how the 
Trophy came into being. So here is an 
explanation about the Trophy. 

 
Back in 2007, former members Mervyn and 
Jacque Cook, felt they would like to present a 
trophy to the LRSCA. As we already had 
trophies for each category of race and as their 
award was in the form of a piece of newsprint, 
the Committee decided it should be presented 
to a member for their tale of a scowing event, 
either instructive, informative, adventurous or 
amusing.  
 
For those who did not have a good look at the 
award, it is a framed original advertisement by 
the Berthon Boat Co. Ltd. for a Lymington Scow 
which first appeared in the February 1921 
edition of Yachting Monthly: "A practical 
present. This Boat complete for £40". 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The Trophy has been won by Liz Watson, John 
Turner and twice by Chris Willard. So come on, 
tell us all your tales of scowing on the high 
seas. 
 
Carolyn Howden, Lymington. 

 

+B. The Trophy may also be awarded for a picture or drawing associated with Scows.  If you’ve enjoyed the 

articles this year, or even more so if you haven’t, have a go yourself!   Send pictures or articles for publication in 

the +ewsletter and consideration for the Trophy to the Secretary or Editor.. – ed.  
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An apology for an omission from the previous issue. 
 

The intention was to publish a photo of every entrant in the Nationals 2011 in the last 

Newsletter. Unfortunately Zissa Davidson was missed, so (hoping not to embarrass her) here 

she is. It’s no excuse for the error but it happened because photos not to be used were prefixed 

with a Z so they were filed on the computer at the end. But of course Zissa unfortunately was 

filed in the same place.  

 

 
                                                                          Zissa 

 

 

Past ‘Tell-Tales’ 
 

Prompted by Carolyn’s letter (above) it may be of interest to list all past Tales, partly so you 

can go back and re-read any in which you are interested and partly to stimulate new ones. 

Remember, pictures and sketches are equally eligible though there hasn’t been one for some 

time. All those from 2010 onwards are available on our website. – editor. 

 

Summer 2005 ‘Scows at Keyhaven’ a delightful sketch by Penny Bardwell. 

Autumn 2005   overheard gems from VHF conversations, anon.  

Autumn 2006 ‘A Scow in Chichester Harbour’ by Mervyn Cook. 

Spring 2007 ‘ A Scow in the Golfe du Morbihan’ by Karen Brett and Peter Mills; planning 

      for and joining the ‘Semaine du Morbihan’ in N W France. 

 ‘Scrambled Eggs and Crêpes à la Plage’ by Chris Willard; the plage being at 

      Yarmouth and the scrambling by a gale. 

Summer 2007 ‘Crêpes à la Plage – a continuation’ by Chris Willard; the plage this time is 

      Hordle and the crêpes perfect! 

Autumn 2007 ‘Two into One won’t Go’ by Liz Watson; having a Scow in each harbour. 

Summer 2008 ‘Waiting for the Hog Roast’ a drawing by Sylvia Pepin; reminder of an 

      embarrassing moment at Keyhaven. 

 ‘What do Scows Do in the Winter?’ by Liz Watson; how to keep them happy. 

Autumn 2008 ‘Here’s Mud in your Eye!’ by Liz Watson; creek crawling at Keyhaven. 

Spring 2009 ‘Life of a Scow’ by Storm Kitten; a Scow looks back on her year. 

Summer 2009 ‘Scows to Poole’ by John Turner; a trail/sail to Poole Harbour. 

Autumn 2009 ‘Was it all worth it?’ by Sylvia Peppin; organising a potter to Newtown. 

 ‘Crewing in the +ationals’ by Stephen Boyd; crewing for a son. 

 ‘Scow Tourism and a Few Birds’ by Chris Willard; return to the Morbihan. 

Winter 2009 ‘What’s in a +ame?’ by Sebastian Chamberlain; why ‘Zacintha’. 

Spring 2010 ‘The End of the Beginning’ by Mike and Robbie Urwin; a son takes over. 

Autumn 2010 ‘Success in the +ationals’ by James and Henry Marsh; an account of winning  

      the Junior Class. 
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 “Flying Turtle’ goes Raiding’ by Chris and Jane Willard; sailing in the first 

      English ‘Raid’ in the Solent. 

 ‘Scow Sailors from KYC on a Turkish Delight’ by Marigold deJongh; a flotilla 

      holiday in the Gulf of Turgutreis, Turkey. 

Spring 2011 ‘The Bursledon Regatta’ by Peter Woolner; sailing in the Warsash Regatta. 

 ‘A Scow to the Rescue’ by Carolyn Howden; a tale of romance and a Scow. 

Summer 2011 ‘Requiem for a Lost Love’ by Peter Carolin; my past Scows. 

 

************************************************************ 

 
 

2011/12 Committee:  
President Roly Stafford;    Chairman Richard Linaker;    Vice Chairman Mike Urwin;  

Hon. Secretary Jennie Lennox;   Hon. Treasurer Pamela Moore; 

Measurement Andrew Tyrell;   Other members Brian Buckingham (website), Meriel 

McCarthy,   John Turner (LRScow +ewsletter editor*),   Jane Wilford.  
* contact annejohn@waitrose.com or 01590 643966        

 

 

 
                                                Christchurch Bay from Hordle Cliffs 

 
Happy Sailing 

 
 

If your Club has events open to other LR Scows or you know of any such event that might be of interest 

to members please let the editor know. Or write an article, share some tips, report on a meeting, send 

in a photo, sketch or just a letter.  

Articles, photographs or sketches by Association members of ‘happenings in Scows’ may be submitted 

to the Secretary or editor for publication in the +ewsletter and consideration for the annual award of 

the unique ‘Tell-Tale’ Trophy. 

 

Please send contributions for the +ewsletter to the editor, preferably at annejohn@waitrose.com or to 

2 Hawks Lea, Milford on Sea, SO41 0FR. 

 

 

	ewsletter by e-Mail Your Committee is happy to post hard-copies of this +ewsletter to those who 

prefer it this way. However if you are able and would rather have it sent by e-mail, quicker and also of 

course cheaper and more convenient for us, please let the Secretary or Editor know. 


