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    Keyhaven YC hosts the L R Scow National Championships 
 

Brisk winds provided exciting racing for many of us on Saturday 3
rd 
July as Keyhaven YC 

hosted this year’s National Championships. Home-made cakes and a professional barbecue in 

a beautiful setting rounded off a great day in the sun. The innovative idea of a ‘potter’ to 

explore Keyhaven’s unique creeks and marshes for any who wanted to join the fun but not 

race was sadly not so successful; only one boat came. Thanks go though to David Pawley 

who turned out to lead. On Sunday the sun was still glorious but the wind beat us. Read on 

for a full report. 

 

This year is the 10
th
 anniversary of the recognition by the RYA of the LR Scow Class as a 

One-Design Class. The number of boats registered approaches 500. Appropriately the 

Newsletter has also developed with pictures and colour introduced with this issue. While 

perhaps the main focus of the Association is maintaining the Class and organising the annual 

Championship, AGM and Dinner, it can be more than that; links between fleets in different 

Clubs, links with those who don’t belong to any club, encouragement for new sailors young 

and old and an incentive for more experienced ones to improve and diversify their sailing. 

This Newsletter can play a big part in this so I encourage you to feel it’s ‘your own’ and send 

in reports, anecdotes, sailing tips, photos and comments to share with the rest of us.  

 

And do come to the AGM on Friday 24
th
 September (see below).  

       John    editor  July 2010        

***************************************************************** 

Your Committee:     

 President: Roly Stafford,   Measurement:     Andrew Tyrell  

 Chairman: Richard Linaker  Gen. Committee: Jenny Lennox (asst. hon. sec.), 

 Vice Chairman: Mike Urwin        John Turner (newsletter editor), 

 Hon. Secretary: Biddy Brown        Jane Wilford 

 Hon. Treasurer: Dunlop Stewart 
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�ew Members 
 

A very warm welcome to the following new Members of the Association: 

Steve Bollans Poppett 479   

Felicity Boot Orchid 429 KYC  

Dom Ford Associate    

Huigo Mills Dippy Dolphin 480   

Andrew Pearson Piccinin 367   

Brian Pearson Associate  KYC/RLymYC  

addition to RLymYC Valmai 2 481   

 

***************************************************************** 

 

 

From our Chairman 

 

The 2010 National Championships were very well attended with 58 competitors taking part in 

37 boats. As usual KYC capitalised on what must be one of the most beautiful stretches of the 

Solent.  Visiting dinghies were able to park in the West Solent Boatyard, on the Scout Hut 

lawn and in a neighbouring garden, to all of whom go our thanks. Rigged boats were lined up 

on the road adjacent to the Clubhouse making a colourful sight for all to enjoy. 

          

 
Start of the Juniors & Double-handers: Dubby Robinson leads David Griffiths, Christine Hughes and Stephen Boyd. 
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The racing was good though tiring after the minimum three qualifying races on the Saturday. It 

was well organised but in a relaxed way. We missed the Sunday race due to high winds but the 

weather generally was very good. KYC used an outside caterer for the BBQ supper this year 

which I thought worked well.  The numbers had to be limited to 75 which sadly did mean that 

late comers could not get tickets.  The food was very good and the fresh fruit was a real treat. 

 

Richard Linaker & Midori Claridge rig for the Nationals  
 

Let us know what you think about future 

Nationals, both the racing, the potter and the 

social aspects. I think that having a two day 

event did enable us to put on something a 

little special for the Saturday evening.  

Anyway, well done Keyhaven Yacht Club. 

 

 

On domestic matters, Mike Urwin has 

continued to lead the task of reviewing the 

wording of the Constitution and the 

Committee has been involved at all stages.  

The proposed amendments will be agreed 

by the Committee in the near future and the 

document will be sent to all members for consideration and comment before the AGM. There 

will not be time at the AGM to debate the wording of the proposed changes so members will 

be urged to raise any points which they feel need clarification or change, with Mike Urwin 

prior to the AGM. 

 

Our Editor John Turner has been looking at ways of improving both the style and content of 

the Newsletter.  Needless to say, your comments and contributions will be welcomed.  I have 

felt for some time that we do not communicate enough and that we should provide more news 

and colour pictures particularly in the Nationals edition.  It will cost a little more but it will not 

threaten our financial position.  Let us know what you think. You will of course be able to 

receive the Newsletter by email or by post.  

 

Work continues on the creation of a Class Database which will greatly assist with all aspects of 

our administration.  Biddy is working with Mike on this. 

 

Finally, we are all keen that the LRSCA should be more than just a single National event with 

an AGM thrown in.  We would like to broaden the scope of what we do – and who we do it 

with.  Recently for example we invited someone from Hurst Castle SC to attend our committee 

meetings and were very pleased that Meriel McCarthy was able to come along.  She or 

someone else from HCSC will attend from time to time.  We have asked them to think about 

the possibility of hosting the Nationals at some time in the future...and yes they seem positive 

about it. 

 

There are Fleets of LR Scows popping up along the South coast and John is keen to encourage 

News from the Fleets for inclusion in future Newsletters. 

 

So, there’s lots going on and lots to discuss so do come to the AGM and the dinner afterwards, 

noting it’s on Friday 24
th
 September (not a Saturday as previously).  

           Richard 
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L R Scow �ational Championships 2010 

THE RESULTS 
Held on Saturday 3

rd
 and Sunday 4

th
 July hosted by Keyhaven YC, racing in the Solent to the 

east of Hurst Spit. Weather conditions fine and sunny, sea moderate, wind generally from the 

SW, windspeed on Saturday averaged about 17kt. peaking at 20kt. and on Sunday (when 

racing was cancelled) 23kt. peaking at 29kt.*  

(*data from Hurst Castle Anemometer  www.weather-file.com/hurst). 

 

 

Single-handed Fleet 

16 entries, 11 completed all 3 races. 

 

  1
st
 David Hayles  LR426 

   RLymYC 
  2

nd
 Brian Pearson  LR365     

   KYC 
  3

rd
 Mike Urwin  LR424 

   RLymYC  

 
Others in order were Andrew Pearson, 

Richard Linaker, Seb Chamberlain, 

Peter Burchell, Sue Bumfrey, Zissa 

Davidson, Chris Knox, Wendy Stickley, 

Gordon Stredwick, Ann Blacoe, Richard 

Newson, Jane Wilford and David Lines. 

    

 

 
 

David Hayles and Mike Urwin in the single-handers

 
Stephen & Harry Boyd win the double-handers 

 

 

 

Double-handed Fleet  

15 entries, 12 completed all 3 races. 

 

  1
st
 Stephen & Harry Boyd LR339 

  LTSC 

  2
nd
 Christine Hughes  LR275 

  KYC 
  3

rd
 Lucy Collyer  LR250 

  RLymYC 

 
Other helms in finishing order were Robert Milledge, John 

Turner, Brian Buckingham, Midori Claridge, Sue 

Sutherland, Dubbie Robinson, Liz Watson, Carolyn 

Howden, Roger Young, Claire Bridge, Biddy Brown and 

Ian Lennox. 
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Junior Fleet 

6 entries, 4 completed all 3 races. 

 

  1
st
 James & Harry Marsh  

  LR455 RLymYC 

  2
nd
 James Dodd   

  LR412 RLymYC 

  3
rd
 Will Davis     

  LR468 RLymYC 
Other helms in finishing order were David 
Griffiths, Jack Bradley and Samuel Dougan. 

 

 

 

 

Full results of all classes should be 

available from the Clubs. 

 

 

 
James Marsh wins in the junior fleet 

 

 

 

 
*************************************** 

 ‘Tell Tale’ trophy 
 

A reminder. Each year the Association awards the Tell Tale 

trophy, given by Mervyn & Jacque Cook in 2007, for the best 

article or photograph related to Scows and published in the 

Newsletter. Judging is by the Committee before the AGM. If 

you’ve enjoyed the articles this year, or even more so if you 

haven’t, can you do better? More details are on page 9 of this 

year’s Yearbook. Entries to the Secretary or Editor. 

 

**************************************************************** 

 

Lost Scows 

 
Scows change their names and owners. LR Scows spread widely – Scotland, Greece, even 

the United States. Few, having left the womb of the West Solent, keep in touch with their 

Association.  

 

Jane Wilford is working to update the Register. Numbers 254, 256 to 261, 269, 271, 274 and 

276 have all vanished. Where are you? It’s nice to know the name of the present owner but it 

is location which it important, and just to know you are safe and well! 

 

If anyone has any information on these lost Scows, please let Jane know on 

jane@berryhouse.org.uk. 
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Fleet �otes 
All are invited to contribute notes from their Scow fleet. 

 

from Royal Lymington Yacht Club.   The Scow division is flourishing. Membership is now 

up to a remarkable one hundred and fourteen. We have even had twenty eight boats racing on 

a Monday night and recently eleven scows enjoyed a Thursday potter to Hurst for a picnic 

lunch, swimming and wine. Not necessarily in that order! Thanks to this year’s glorious 

weather, no event has been blown out. I was, however, very disappointed to have to cancel 

the planned ten club inter-team racing. Next year we have the weekend of the 10th/11th 

September booked for this event. Another firm date is the weekend of the 2nd/3rd July 2011 

when we are delighted to be hosting the Nationals. I am blessed with the most wonderful 

Vice Captain. I am sure that without all the work put in by Frances Evans the success that the 

scow story has been this year would not have been.                         All the best, Sebastian  

 

from Keyhaven Yacht Club.   Wonderful sailing conditions (at least on the Saturday), good 

close competition and great hospitality from Keyhaven all helped to ensure a great Scow 

Nationals. In the single handed the racing was as close as it gets, with the first three boats 

separated by only one point. As in all regatta, the final results hinge on some lucky breaks, 

the 'if only I had.....' applied to most of us, with the final outcome based more on the 

cancellation of the final race on Sunday than the skills of competitors. 

 

My memories of this year’s regatta: the initial reception of tea and cakes with the friendly 'no 

problem' approach from the Club; the help in launching and retrieving with hardly getting 

feet wet; the race organisation, courses and race management; the extremely close racing 

measured often by inches and the single point separating competitors; the barbecue and 

camaraderie of competitors and Club; the weather which was perfect on the Saturday and for 

me, a lucky decision to cancel on the Sunday!! 

 

Having seen some of the photographs, the memories can linger through the winter and until 

next year’s Nationals in Lymington.                       David Hayles. 

 

River Yar. 

 
   KYC & HCSC potter to the head of the R.Yar before the weed took hold 

Harbour rules prohibit sailing in the harbour unless specific permission is given by the 

Harbourmaster. Last year we were reprimanded for sailing our Scows to and through the 
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swing-bridge without permission (as had been done many times before) and were advised 

that they must be towed, which would be no mean feat along the narrow and twisting 

waterway This year we did ask, though it took several attempts to make radio contact, and 

were granted permission to sail along the wall and through the bridge. There’s a wide beach 

just before the bridge on which we assembled to await the scheduled opening. Cruising up 

the river presents views and winds quite different to those in the Solent but we were stopped 

short of the riverhead this year by masses of weed that had proliferated in the sunny weather. 

While it was possible to scramble ashore before the little beach that we could reach last year, 

most picnicked in their boats. However overall an interesting and enjoyable outing. JLT. 
 

 

Dates for your Diary. 
 

Wednesday 28
th

 July - Sunday 1
st
 August  

The English Raid in the Solent  . 

Cruise the West Solent in company using only sail and oar, camping overnight. For the first 

time this continental tradition is brought to England. At the time of writing I see there are 

four LR Scows and two sister Lymington Prams registered amongst a very interesting, mixed 

fleet of around 40 boats. They will be starting and finishing at Keyhaven with stops planned 

at Cowes, Beaulieu and Lymington.  

2ot organised by the Association but open to Scows; see http://www.raidengland.org  

 

Sat 11
th

 September  

KYC/RLymYC annual Scow match    

(see Club posters) 

 

Friday 24
th

 September 

Association  A G M  and Annual Dinner 2010 
 at the Royal Lymington Yacht Club 1800hrs.  

Note this is on a FRIDAY, not a Saturday as previously. The Official Notice, Booking Form 

for Dinner, etc. will be posted to everyone approximately three weeks 

beforehand.  Nominations will be requested for members to serve on the committee.  

 

2
nd

 and 3
rd

. July 2011 

�ational Championships 2011 to be run by the RLymYC. 

 

If your Club has events open to other LR Scows or you know of any such event that might be 

of interest to members please let the editor know. Or write an article, share some tips, report 

on a meeting, send in a photo or just a letter.  

**************************************************************** 

 

Letters  
There haven’t been any, but that doesn’t mean they would not be welcomed. However if any 

are as long-winded as some are to the L**n T**s the editor reserves the right to edit them! 
 

Contributions for the 2ewsletter should be sent to the editor, preferably at annejohn@waitrose.com 

or to 2 Hawks Lea, Milford on Sea, SO41 0FR.  
Happy Sailing 
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More photos from the �ationals 
For most of the photographs in this issue and for permission to reproduce them we are indebted to Midori and 

John Claridge. Others are from Richard Linaker and John Turner.   

Many more photos are on John’s website  www.johnclaridgecomposites.com.  

  

 

 
Roly Stafford, Andrew Tyrrell and Heidi Langley check in competitors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colin  

 

 

 

 

Colin 

 

 

 

 
Colin Dunford takes charge, on shore and water 

 
   Colin Dunford takes charge on shore and water 
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 Muster before launch      Zissa Davidson 

 

 
    James Dodd, Samuel Dougan, Dubbe Robinson and Lucy Collyer 

 

     
 

   
   The Boyds & the Hughes 
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 The Howdens     Robin Milledge 

 
 

       
  Peter Burchell     Paul French 
 

 

 
   Commodore Brian White presents the winners’ trophies 


