The Twenty-third Annual General Meeting
of the Lymington River Scow Class Association
held at the Royal Lymington Yacht Club on
Friday 24 September 2021
at 18.00 hrs in the Island Room

2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
MINUTES

Present (from Attendance Sheets and membership database):
30 full members present
Jeremy Austin, Claire Bridge, Stephen Boyd, Ian Burr, Carol Canning, Sebastian Chamberlain, John
Claridge, Jay Devonshire (Jay), John Doerr (JD), John Evans, Roger Garlick, Philip Gossage, Nick
Griffin, Jon Harvey (JH), David Hayles, Bill Helfrecht, Allan Hill (AH), Chris Knox, David Linsell, Robert
Maslinski, Rory Paton, Tim Power, Angus Raby, Sarah Richards, Nigel Russell, Dunlop Stewart, Claire
Sowry, Gordon Stredwick, Robin Taunt, Mike Urwin, David Weller, Chris and Jane Willard.
Eight associate members present
Henny Devonshire, Peregrine Bruce, Jenny Garlick, Mary Hill, Nigel Lang, Ros Urwin, Jeremy and Max
Vines
Tw non members
Barry Dunning, Andrew Richards
1. Welcome
2. Apologies for Absence:
Steve Akester, David Carslaw, Joanna Cecil-Wright, Jane and Jonathon Cook, Michael
Hampton, Rory Heron, Meriel and Dan McCarthy, James McGill, Dick Moore, Brendan
Nellis, Kate Thornton, Lindsey Froud, Mike Lattimer, Amanda Ottway, Chris Rees, Wendy
Stickley, Kate Thornton, Sandy and Nicholas Walford and David Wagstaff, Richard Wall,
Chris Watts, Eric Williams,
3. Minutes of last Meeting: Saturday 15 September 2018:
The minutes were unanimously approved. Proposed by Mike Urwin and seconded by Jay
Devonshire

4. Matters Arising:
There were no matters arising
5. The Chairman’s Report:
The full chairman’s report can be found on the LRSCA website
JH welcomed everyone to the meeting
He started with the sailing season and thanked the Keyhaven Yacht Club for a well-run
championship despite the weather conditions.
The Travellers Trophy was won, for the third time, by Mike Urwin
Administration
Membership has remained fairly static with new boats fairly similar in 2018/2019
The committee have decided, with the widespread transition to social media, to stop the
printed newsletter and place all written ‘Scow Tale” contributions onto the website and
these will be entered into the Tell-tale trophy which will be awarded annually at the
AGM
Thanks were extended to Brendan Nellis for his excellent work on the LRSCA website
David Carslaw, as honorary treasurer has ensured a robust financial systems, reporting
and accountability
JH thanked the retiring members of the committee

6. Hon. Treasurer's Report:
The Honorary Treasurer, Mr David Carslaw (DC) reported on the accounts (sent out to
members electronically as the treasurer unwell) for the year ended 28 February 2021. These
had been inspected and signed off by Tony Miles.
David has agreed to take and answer email related to the accounts as he was not able to
attend
7. Election of Examiner of Accounts:
It was confirmed that Tony Miles would continue to inspect the LRSCA accounts. This was
proposed by David Hayles and seconded by Allan Hill

8. Election Committee posts:

Nominations were received for Committee posts as follows:
Chair:

Chris Knox
Proposed by Sebastian Chamberlain
Seconded by Nick Griffin

Vice chair:

Allan Hill
Proposed by Chris Knox
Seconded by Jay Devonshire

Honorary secretary:

Henny Devonshire
Proposed by Chris Knox
Seconded by Carol Canning

Honorary treasurer:

Rory Heron
Proposed by Allan Hill
Seconded by Carol Canning

Committee member:

Jose Nieves
Proposed by Chris Knox
Seconded by Allan Hill
Philip Gossage
Proposed by Allan Hill
Seconded by Jay Devonshire

There were no other nominations and it was unanimously accepted the above nominations
be elected to the posts as detailed above

9. Next Championships
JH stated that he has been in discussion with the LTSC but had not to date heard directly
from them. However, AH had a discussion with LTSC recently and they had apparently
turned down hosting the 2022 Championships. AH confirmed that the RLymYC were able
to run them either in late July or late August. The date is to be confirmed sin the near
future

10. 2022 A.G.M. & Annual Dinner:
The 2022 AGM and dinner are booked for Saturday 10 September 2022.

11. Rule changes proposes by Mike Urwin and seconded by John Harvey
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1. LRSCA membership: 25 for and one vote against: proposal carried
2. ISAF to World Sailing:
Unanimous: proposal carried
3. Mainsail data:
Unanimous: proposal carried
4. Rope and wire diameters:JD raised the issue of diameter of line and there
was a discussion around this but the proposal was carried
5. Reefing:
Unanimous: proposal carried
6. Painter:
There was discussion on the floor but general
agreement that although 8m was long, this was necessary for towing and safety
7. Sailmaker:
Unanimous: proposal carried
8. Spinnaker sheets: Proposal carried with 17 votes
9. Headsail, spinnaker sheets and halyards: Unanimous: proposal carried
10. Crew numbers and spinnakers: JD spoke about class rules versus event
rules and it was agreed by MU and JE that the proposal would be withdrawn
11. Final block sheet: There was discussion about the position and the
benefits
12. Gybing strop:
Discussion re seamanship position of having this
versus the advantage that it may give sailors in cheating. The yes/no vote was
11/12 and the proposal was not carried

12. Revisions to the LRSCA constitution
JH gave and overview of the proposed changes and as there was disagreement from the
floor, JH gave further clarification
a. i. 30 votes in favour and proposal carried
ii. 31 votes in favour and proposal carried
iii. Unanimous: proposal carried
b. Voting to propose amendments to the voting structure
There strong feelings in many directions about the pros and cons of both proxy and
abstention votes and a heated discussion followed. JH drew the discussion to a close
and on explanation around voting procedure, JD disagreed on what was agreed at
the SGM. There was clarification on the SGM minutes. JD voiced his disapproval
Amendment 1:
Yes=7 No=22
Amendment 2:
Yes=0 No=13
Amendment 3:
Yes=22 No=4

c. Motion to adopt the draft constitution

Yes=22 No=4

13. The presentation of the trophies
Tell-tale trophy
Sail trail trophy
14. The Hon. President of the Association
Sebastian Chamberlain thanked the committee and recommended an early retirement
to the bar and dinner

15. Any other business
Jay asked for the issue of LR and WS sails to be resolved in the coming year as there
were many who felt that with a boat the sails that measure to a ‘Claridge Scow’, these
boats should be able to race together and equally. There were many simple ways of
making this work if the will was there. John Claridge and others came up with various
solutions but there were also some members opposed to the idea
16. The Chairman’s reply and close of formal business
JH thanked everybody for their support and the President for his address and wise
counsel
The formal part of the meeting closed at 19.33hours

NOTE: initials in brackets for LRSCA Committee members and others who addressed the

meeting.

Addendum

The Trail Sail Trophy for 2021 was won by David Linsell
The Tell-Tale Trophy for 2021 was won by Joanna Edwards

